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“Epic” Soil Education Day 
at Stuart Burns Elementary, 
Dickson, TN 

TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2015 

On Tuesday, May 19, 2015, third graders at Stuart Burns 

Elementary were visited by the Soil Conservation Districts, 

Natural Resource Conservation Service and Farm Service 

Agency.   Amy Clifton, Dickson County SCD, Wynne 

Luter District Conservationist-NRCS, Lydia Smith Soil 

Conservationist-NRCS, Kristin Lyons, Dickson FSA, 

Janice Weiss, Cheatham County SCD, Courtney 

Heatherly, Robertson County SCD, and teacher 

Rhonda Madden dressed as Sammy Soil visited third 

graders to education them on the layers of the soil, soil 



 The students had an “Epic” Soil Education Day as they rotated to the dif-
ferent activities and visited with Sammy Soil. 

Then they were able to guess and feel the different Animal 

Pelts as they learned about some of the wildlife in Tennes-

see with Kristin Lyons, Farm Service Agency & Earth Team 

Volunteer. 

EDIBLE DIRT 

ANIMAL PELTS 

First they enjoyed Edible 

Dirt …which included in a 

cup, the bottom “bedrock 

layer” as crushed graham 

crackers, the next layer of 

“broken bedrock” was cool 

whip, “subsoil” layer as 

chocolate pudding, and the 

“top soil” was crushed Oreo 

cookies.  Then they added 

sprinkles as “humus”, and 

what would soil be without 

a gummy worm! The stu-

dents enjoyed a great little 

snack while learning just a 

little more about the layers 

of the soil with Janice 

Weiss, Cheatham County 

SCD & Courtney Heatherly, 

Robertson County SCD.   
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Next they Travel through the Soil Tunnel with Wynne 

Luter, NRCS District Conservationist, Dickson, TN where 

they could see examples of the different life activity that 

goes on underneath the soil.   

SOIL TUNNEL 



SOIL BABIES 

And last they all made Soil Babies that were constructed by 

placing the seed in the toe of a knee-high (to grow grass 

hair), soil is then packed in to form a ball. A knot is tied in 

the hose to hold the Soil Baby together. The knot side was 

placed in a cup of water and individually decorated.  In 10 -

15 days the seeds germinate and grass hair grows through 

the hose. Hair can be cut and styled as desired. Seed and 

Soil was donated by Dickson Farmers CO-OP.  Lydia Smith, 

NRCS Soil Conservationist and Amy Clifton, Dickson Coun-

ty SCD informed the students that building soil babies was 

a conservation reminder to the students that having good 

soil, fertilizer, sunshine, and the appropriate amount of wa-

ter is important to grow and sustain all sorts of plants. 

Edible Dirt Pudding Cup 
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