
TCDEA Spring Workshop 2014, Bedford County April 28-30, 2014 
The agenda was packed with training and presentations.   Monday started with the Executive Board 
Meeting, and was immediately followed with Bedford County Mayor Eugene Ray welcoming everyone.   
Kevin Brown gave us updates on the new Farm Bill, and said the Farm Bill is investing $18.7 billion in 
NRCS administered conservation programs over the next five years. NRCS DC, Cory Hodge in Bedford 
County gave a slide presentation on the many completed and in progress practices in their county.  Cory 
answered many questions from district employees working on some of the same practices in their 
county.  We then all met at Legend’s of Shelbyville for supper. 
Tuesday morning we toured the Valley Home Farms operation in Wartrace.  This operation received cost 
share thru NRCS on two Seasonal High Tunnels.  These tunnels are filled with tomatoes and should be 
ready for picking in about a week.  The farm consists of numerous chicken barns, a 6 acre strawberry 
patch of which strawberries were already being picked and sold, and several acres of blackberry and 
blueberry shrubs.  Seasonally, they make and sale their own strawberry jam, cakes, popsicles and much 
more.  They also maintain beehives, harvesting and selling their own honey.  Immediately following the 
Valley Home Farm tour we travelled to The Blockade Runner which is a Civil War Museum & Tourist 
Shop.  At this stop we heard a little of the history about how and why this museum was established.  We 
returned to UT/TSU Extension Office and recognized 11 new employees and enjoyed a catered lunch. 
Tuesday afternoon we participated in Breakout Sessions of "Identity Theft" presented by Rebecca Jones 
of First Community Bank and "Website Bare Necessities" presented by NRCS Program Analyst Carter 
Harris.   Gary Moore from The Land Trust for Tennessee gave a presentation on the benefits of putting 
property into a Conservation Easement and the tax benefits that go with it.   Carol Edwards, District 
Administrative Assistant at the Davidson County SCD and Janice Weiss, District Secretary/Technician of 
Cheatham County SCD demonstrated the EnviroScape.   After a catered dinner the TCDEA Auction was 
held and raised $838.00. 
On Wednesday morning TDA Watershed Coordinator, Clark Hollis reviewed the responsibilities of the 
district employees to submit all the required forms for ARCF.  The Title VI (concerning Civil Rights) form 
is something new to all of us and is a requirement of every district.  Clark reviewed each question on the 
survey and left all the attendees with a much better understanding for filling this form out properly.   
Next, Clark shared with everyone the responsibilities of the TDA Watershed Coordinators and reviewed 
the new Supervisor Hand books and SCD Reference Manual.  TCDEA President Bobbi Campbell presided 
over the Business Session and reminded employees to please contact their Area Coordinator with any 
questions concerning items reviewed during our 3 day workshop.   Lincoln County SCD District Secretary, 
Janet Reyes reviewed with everyone the TDA website particulars:   website address, where to look for 
the forms you need to submit applications for all TDA funding, election/appointment forms, and the 
printable pdf form of the supervisor handbook. 
All   employees left with  children's  hard back  story  books  that were  donated by the Lincoln   County  
Highway  Department.    Many counties will use these books to go into classrooms and read to 
elementary students.  We really appreciate Janet Reyes for sharing this reading material with everyone. 
 


