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Soil erosion control and water quality improvement are the primary concerns of the district.  It is 
our mission to provide leadership in the conservation and wide use of natural resources.  We 
strive to inform land users on ways to reduce erosion and improve water quality through a 

comprehensive program.  This is done through a cooperative working relationship with several 
agencies and individual landowners and operators. 

 
Programs: 

This year the SCD was very active with putting conservation on the ground in Dickson County. 
The SCD works with the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service to assist local landowners to plan and install various 
conservation practices that address resource concerns on their 
property. Landowners requested assistance for participation in 
EQIP, WHIP, CRP, and TDA. This year the NRCS worked with 
the Dickson Co. Highway Department, under the Emergency 
Watershed Program (EWP),  to repair a severely eroding 
stream bank adjacent to the bridge on Grove Springs Rd. in the 
Yellow Creek area. The Federal cost share is 75% of the total 
cost of the project designed by NRCS engineers. Rock was 
installed to the top of the bank to protect it from stream flow 
hitting the bank below the guard rail. The Federal cost share 

assistance to Dickson Co. Highway Dept. was $21,000. The remaining 25% includes the 
employee’s time and equipment they used on the project. 

In the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), there were 
17 contracts written obligating $100,000 on approximately 500 
acres in Dickson County. The practices contracted include stream 
bank stabilization, wells, pipeline, heavy use area’s under automatic 
waterers, access control fencing, and cross fencing. The Tennessee 
Department of  Agriculture Resources Conservation Fund assisted 
landowners in the county with installation of Best Management 
Practices similar to the EQIP program totaling $39,000 in 2012 and 
2013. NRCS and FSA worked with two landowners  
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Conservation Education, Outreach & Events 

Annual Tree Seedling Give Away was held at Dickson County’s 1st Annual Farm Home & Garden 
Show in March of 2013.  Over 2000 trees of Pine, Redbud & Poplar were donated to residents in 
Dickson County. 

The SCD hosted the Five Rivers Envirothon in the county 
this year at the Grab Creek Saddle Club in March. The 
Directors for the RC&D council from Dickson contacted both 
High Schools to get teams to enter the outdoor 
environmental competition held in April. Only one team 
participated from Dickson High School but they did well in 
the competition. Students compete in five subject areas concerning 
natural resources including forestry, soils, water quality, and wildlife. 
Each area has a specialist in the field to oversee a test on 
the subject at each station. Students evaluate a soil pit, 
identify trees and pelts from wild animals. They also 
evaluate water quality along a stream section in the test 
questions. 

In July our District Secretary, Nancy Lee, retired after 30 years of service and our new District 
Secretary, Amy Clifton was hired. 

The thirty ninth Annual Farm Tour was held in July. As usual 
there were over 140 attendees. This year the tour was held in 
the southern half of the county.  The home of Jody and Holly 
Barrett was a treat for the tour this year. Their home is built to 
help them save on energy costs. The floors are heated using 
recirculating water in coils underneath. The windows up stairs 
help circulate air where can use less use air conditioning. A 
discussion of the Tennessee Stream Mitigation Program was 
given by a member of that organization. They have worked on a 
half mile of Piney River to restore the stream geomorphology 
and install in stream structures to reduce erosion and provide 
wild life habitat.  

 

Wendy Work and her husband’s garden was shown. They are 
vendors at the Dickson Farmer’s Market. She discussed the 
market and let the group tour her large garden as well as 
interesting old out buildings on their farm.  



Troy and Lisa Dillard’s cattle operation was highlighted. The 
Dillard’s are processing beef from cattle they have raised as 
“all natural”. They discussed the operation and how they do 
not use chemicals. They provided burgers for lunch that came 
from the farm.  

 

Keller Corny Country was included on the tour. Tour goers were 
able to tour the barn where the Keller’s host weddings and other 
events. Also a talk was given to the group about their operation 
and events held at the facility.  

 

 

Lunch was served in the barn by the Keller’s and the Dillard’s. 

 

 

We stopped by the Tennessee Department of Forestry for a 
presentation by Forester Steven Pierce on Log Scaling  

 

 

The tour ended with a watermelon feast at the Farmer’s 
Market sponsored by Dickson Co. Co-Op. 

 

 

 

Every year we display an information board at our local Dickson 
County Fair.  This year the information was focused on all of our 
activities for the year so far and programs we offer.   

 

 



This year’s annual Poster Contest theme was “Where Does Your Water 
Shed”. The contest is for 3rd, 4th & 5th grades in Dickson County. We had 
around 170 posters turned in.   The winners were invited to The Dickson 
County Agriculture Awards Banquet.  

Dickson County Soil Conservation District sponsored a “Fence School” where representatives 
from two fence companies demonstrated the correct way to build a fence that will last for 20-

25 years. There were about thirty landowners in 
attendance who were able to see and participate in 
sections of fence being built in a demonstration on a 
farm. Lunch was provided for the group by the Dickson 
County Livestock Association. Dickson Co-Op also 
sponsored the event by providing drinks and snacks. 
Also there was discussion on fence laws in TN., the 
importance of a well built fence, and electric fence 
basics. Note books were provided that included the 

presentations at the morning session. 

The Soil Conservation District together with the Chamber of Commerce Agriculture Committee 
held The Dickson County Agricultural Awards Banquet in November.  The Banquet is held to 
recognize accomplishments in conservation, award our poster contest winners and soil judging 
teams from our Dickson County Schools.  We also recognize our Affiliate Members.   

• This year all poster contest winners received a plaque, ribbon and the 1st place 
winner’s classroom teacher also received $100 for classroom supplies. 

3rd Grade:  3rd place, Kaylee Szpont, Stuart Burns, 2nd place, Gabrielle Weese, Stuart Burns, 1st 
place, Olivia Herbert, The Discovery School, teacher Suzanne Downing. 

 



4th  Grade:  3rd place, Heather Isbell, Charlotte Elementary, 2nd place, Mason Clifton, The 
Discovery School, 1st place, Laura Ann Spurlock, Stuart Burns, teacher Dana Davis. 

5th  Grade:  3rd place, Brodee Martin, Stuart Burns, 2nd place Ben Givens, Stuart Burns, 1st place 
Anna Cherry, The Discovery School, teacher Andrea Albright 

 
• This year Conservation Farmer of the Year went to Mr. William Redden.  Mr. Redden 

and his family have worked recently with Tennessee Stream Mitigation Programs to 
protect and preserve the stream bed and banks on his farm.   

 



• Home of the Year was given to Jody & Holly Barrett for their lovely eco-friendly home 
we visited this year on the farm tour.  

 

• The Ag Committee gave out Ag Appreciation to Mr. Edgar Meek for his dedication to 
the agriculture community throughout the years.  

  

• Ag Business Leader went to WDKN, Radio Station for all of their support in broadcasting 
of and attending agriculture events.   

 

• And finally, Heritage Farm of the Year to England Farm, a Century Farm owned by Phil 
and Judy England and family. 

 



After all awards and recognition was presented the Dickson County Chamber of Commerce 
Agriculture Committee revealed the God Made A Farmer Video that they produced.  The video 
consisted of pictures of farmers and farms all over Dickson County to the poem “God Made A 
Farmer” read by Paul Harvey.   

To close out the evening Door Prizes presented by Benny Noland and special helper Sam 
England Prizes were donated from various businesses here in Dickson County. 

 

 

 

The Dickson County Soil Conservation District is a division of the State of Tennessee 
government and is organized under the authority of the Tennessee Soil 

and Water Conservation District Act of 1939. The District was established 
by a special referendum of Dickson County landowners in April 1952. 

The Soil Conservation District (SCD) works with the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) to provide technical and financial assistance 

for land- owners & agricultural producers in Dickson Co. 

An equal opportunity provider and employer 

 


